Prostitution in Europe
hotels where rooms are let for immoral purposes to transient customers without baggage. The Common Law viewed the brothel as a nuisance, on the same footing as a gaming-house or any place frequented by noisy and disreputable characters. It could be proceeded against by indictment, because it " endangers the public peace by drawing together dissolute and detached persons."10 Any person might initiate prosecution and recover a reward, if the prosecution were successful. With the passage of the Criminal Law Amendment Act of 1885, however, more expeditious procedure was introduced. The Act penalizes " any person who keeps or manages or acts or assists in the management of a brothel/' permits the use of premises he controls for the purposes of habitual prostitution or is a party to such use.11 Places kept for public dancing, music, and other forms of entertainment as well as taverns, lodging-houses, eta,rmust be licensed; and, as we shall see, their relations to the practice of prostitution have been greatly affected by the general change of policy in this respect.
The statutes governing the provincial and Scottish cities are not the same in all respects as those applicable to London, but in the upshot there is little difference. The Towns Police Clauses Act already referred to is the legal warrant on the basis of which the provincial authorities proceed. Certain towns, however, operate under special acts, not materially different in theory or application. The law of Glasgow, for example, runs as follows: " Every prostitute or street-walker who on or
10 Russell on Crimes (6th Edition) Vol. I, p. 740.
11 Crim. Law Amend. Act, 1885, c. 49, Section 13.
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